| Ms, "W 
Quts 
OM egy 
r ary. 

'y, 7 





wi 
The, 
» Be ey 
Ut tothe 


Par’s Bei 


a! 


Noms. LXXVII. 


The SPECTATOR. | 





end 
Fund t 
+4 

ine 
it Upona 
) Rot 
Dole, 
BOF 
ifon, 





Non convivere hcet, nec 


Urbe tota 


Quifquam eft tam prope tam proculg, nobis. Mart. 





+) will 
V the « 


s. ead, 


Ul ding a a ai 





~Tuefday, May r9. 1711. 





ctv 










































Y Friend Witt. HONEYCOMBE is 
one of thofe Sort of Men who are very of- 
ten abfent in Converfation, and what the 
BYS™ French call a revewr and a difirait. A 
fore our Club-time laft Night we were walk- 
wuagether in Somerfes Garden, where W1LL. had 
ited up a {mall Pebble of fo odd a make, that he 
. Miewould prefentit to a Friend of his, an eminent 
nmin. After we had walked fome time, I made 
fie ss my Face towards the Weft, which 
7 owing to be my ufual Method of men 
; wiuClock, in an Afternoon, immediately pull 
ff MermWatch, and told me we had feven Minutes 
/Wetook a turn or twomore, when, to my 
Surprize, I faw him fquirr away his Watch a 
f@mmerablc way into the Thames, and with great Se- 
feeis in his Looks put up the Pebble, he had 
ie found, in his Fob. As I have naturally an 
ion to much Speaking, and do not love to be 
eMeflenger of ill News, efpecially when it eomes 
po iate to be ufeful, I left hin to be convinced of 
sMiftake in due time, and continued. my Walk, 
imedting on thefe little Abfences and Diftra@ions in 
wala meekind, and refolving to make them the Subje& 
4 finure Speculation. 
‘Jas the more confirmed in my Defign, when I 
oe that they were very often lemithes in the 
ers of Men of Excellent Senfe; and helped 
ky up the aap of that Latiw Proverb, 
oo t. Dryden has Tranilated in the following 
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Great Wis to Madnefs fure x near ally'd, 
Aud thin Partitions do their Bounds divide. 


“My Reader does, I hope, perceive, that I diftin- 
ha Man who is Abjext, becaufe he thinks of fome- 
Hingelfe, from one who is Abfent, becaufehe thinks 
WaPhothing et all: ‘The latter is too Innocent a Crea- 
ft to be taken notice of; but the Diftraétions of 
"W former may, I believe, be gemerally accounted 

 Befrom one of thefe'Reafons. 
gy Either their Minds are wholly fixed on fome par- 
i tevlar Science, which is often the Cafe of Mathe- 
‘Waticians and other Learned Men; or are wholly 
fiken up with fome yiolent Paffion, fuch as Anger, 
ar, or Love, which ties the Mind to fome diftant 
Objet; or, laftly, thefe DiftraGions proceed froma 
Gamin Vivacity and Ficklenefs in a Man’s Temper, 
Which while it raifes up infinite Numbegs of Jdea’s 
it the Mind, is continually puthing it on, with- 
OM allowing it to reft on any particular Image. 
ing therefore is mose unnatural than the 
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Thoughts and Conceptions of fach a Man, which are 
feldom occafioned either by the Company he is in,. 
or any of thofe Objeéts which are placed before 
him. ile you fancy he is Admiring a Beautiful 
Woman, ’tis an even Wager that he is folving a Pro- 
pofition in Exclid; and while you may imagine he 
is reading the Paris Gazette, "tis fas from being im- 
poffible that he is pulling down and rebuilding the 
Front of his Country-Houfe. \ 

At the fame time that | am endeavouring to ex- 
pofe this Weaknefs in others, 1 fhall readily confefs 
that I once laboured under the fame Infirmity my 
felf. The Method I took to Conquer it was a firm 
Refolution to learn fomething from whatever I was 
obliged to feeorhear. There isa way of Thinking, 
if a Man can attain to it, by which he may ftrike 
fomewhat out of any thing. I cau at prefent ob- 
ferve thofe Starts of good Senfe and Struggles of un- 
improved Reafon in the Converfation ot a Clown, 
with as much SatisfaGtion as the moft fhining Periods 
of the moft finifhed Orator; and can make a fhiftro 
command my Attention at a Pxppet-Show or an 
Opera, as well as at Hamlet or Oshello. 1 always 
make one of the Company I am in ; for though I 
fay little my felf, my Attentionto others, and thofe 

ods of Approbation which | never beftow unme- 
rited, fufficiently thew that I am among them. 
Whereas WiLL. HOoNEYCOMBE, tho’aFellow 
of good Senfe, is every Day doing and faying an 
hundred Things, which he afterwards confeffes, with 
awell-bred Franknefs, were fomewhat mal a propos, 
and undefigned, 

Ichanced the other Day to go into a Coffee-houfe, 
where WiLL. was ftanding in the midft of feveral 
Auditors whom he had gathered round him, and 
was giving them an Account of the Perfon and 
Charaéter of Moll Hinton. My Appeatance be- 
fore him juft put him in mind of me, without 
making him reflect that I was a@tually prefent. So 
that keeping his Eyes full upon me, to the great 
Surprize of his Audience, he broke off his firft Ha- 
rangue, and proceeded thus, —— ‘ Why now there’s 
¢ my Friend (mentioning me by Name) he is aFel- 
© low that thinks a great deal, but never opens his 

* Mouth; I warrant you he is now thrutting his thore 
‘ Faceinto fome Coffee-houfe about Change. | was 
* his Bail in the time of the Popifo-Plot, when he was 
‘ taken up for a Jefuit.’ If he had looked on mea 
little longer, he had certainly defcribed me fo particu-. 
larly, without ever confidéring what led him into it, 
that the whole Company muft neceflarily have found 
me Out; for which reafon, remembring the old Pro- 
verb, Out of Sight out of Mind, 1 left the Room 
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and upon meeting him an Hobr afterwards, was 
asked by him, with a great deal of good Humour, 


in what Parg of the Warld } had lived, that he had , 


not feen me thefe three @ays. . Bs . 

Monfieug Breyare has Ziven us the Charagter of 
an abjent Man, witha great deatof Humour, whith 
he has puthed to an agreeable Extravagance ; with 
the Heads of it I fhall conclude my prefent Paper. 

¢ Menalcas (fays that excellent Author) comes 
* down in a Morning, opens his Door to go out, 
‘ but huts itagain, becaufe he perceives that he has 


‘ his Night-cap on; and examiniag himfelf further : 
‘ finds that he is but half fhaved, that he hes 
‘ ftuck his Sword on his right fide, that his Seock- - . 


‘ings are about his Heels, and that his Shirt is 
over his Breeches. When he is drefs’d he goes 
to Court, comes into the Drawing-room, and 


fticks his Wigg is caught up by one of them, and 
hangs dangling in the Air. All the Conrtiers 
fall a laughing, but Afexalcas laughs louder thaa 
any of-them,and looks about for the Perfon that 
is the Jeft.of the Company. Coming down to 
thie Court-gate, he finds a Coach, which taking for 
his own, he whips into it, and the Coachman 


fter. 


cends the Stair-café, and runsthro’ all the Cham: 
bers with the greateft Famitiarity; repofes him- 


The Matter of the Houfe at laft comes’ in, 7#- 
ualcas rifes to receive him, and defires him to 
fit down; he talks, mufes, and-then talks again. 
The Gentleman of the Houfe is tired and ama- 
zed; Mewalcas is no lefs fo, but is every Moment 
in hopes that his impertinent Gueft will at laft end 
his tedious Vifit. Nightcomes-on, w 
cas is hardly undeceived. _ - ' 
* When he.is playing at Backgammon, he calls 
for a full Glafs of Wineand Water; ’tis his turn 
to throw, he has the Box in one Hand and his 
Glafs in the other, and being extreamly dry, aud 
unwilling to lofe Time, he iwallows down both 
the Dice, and at the fame time throws his Wine 
into the Tables. He writes a Letter, and flings 
the Sand into the Ink-bottle; ke writes a fecond, 
and miftakes the Superfcription : A Nobie-man 
receives one of them, and upon opening it reads 
as follows. I woildbave you, boneft Jack, tmme- 
diately upou the Receipt of this, take in Hay enough 
to ferve me the Winter. His Farmer receives the 
other, and is amazed to fee in it, My Lord, I re- 
ceived your Grace’s Commands with-an imtire Sub- 
miffion to —If he is at an Entertainment, you 
may fee the Pieces of Bread continually muitiply- 
‘ing tound-his Plate: "Tis true, the reft of the 
any want it, as well as their Knives. and 
Forks, which Mezalcas does not let them: keep. 
long. Sometimes in a Morning he puts. his whole 
Family in an hurry, and at lait goes out wittoue 
being able: to ftay for his Coach or Dinner; and 
for that. Day you may fee him in every: part of the 
Town, except the very Place where:he had ap- 
pointed to be upon a Bufinefs of Importance. You 
would often take him for every thing that he is 
not; for a Fellow quite Stupid, for he hears ne- 
thing ; for a Fool, for he talks to himfelf, and has 
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’ © notice of your Saluting him : 


_* Servants, fays Adenalcas, for they were wi 
* me. by 4 . . 


walking bolt upright under a branch.of Candle - 


drives off, not doubting but he carri¢s his Ma-- 
As foon as he tlops, Menatcas throws. 
himfelfout of the Coach, croffes the Court, aft ; 


felf on a -Couch, and fancies. himfelf at hoine. . 


This Peete is Sold by Jacob .T 2 OG 
her j by Jae alone at Shakefpear’s Head 3 





* which are altogether involuntary; for 4 
* Man, for he looks full upon Je and takes ny 
Mic he Truth on’; 
‘his Eyes ace open, but he makes no ufe of ~ mae 
‘and meither fees you, nét any Man, nor ay Mid 
‘ elfé. He Came once fromhis Country-howfe aj Me * 
‘his owa Footmen undertook to rob him, and 
* fucceeded: They held.a Flambeau to his Throg, 
* and bid him deliver his Purfe; he did fv mt 
* coming home told his Friends he had beeg ro * 
® bed ; they defire to know the; Particulars, Ask my 


¢ an hundred Grimacesand Motions with his Hex, 
Proud 


ADVERTISEMENTS 
For the Benefit of. Mr. Elrington and Mrs, Mills. 
At the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quality, 
_ By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians, 


T the Théatre Royal in Drury-lane, thi 

» this pref 
A Tuefday, the to:hef May, will be prefented eat a 
Toe Gameffer, THe part of the Gsmeltr 16 be petform'd by 
Mils, th &o by Mr. Patt, Sic'Bhr, Vatere’ by: Mr..Bullock, 
quivef!Hazacd by Mr. Bowen, Connt’ Cog-Die by Mr. Bullotk,: 
Ladg Weahby by Mrs Porter, ge by Mfs. Braifhaw, Mn. 
rity by Mr, Wilfit, Favourite by Mrs, sills, Boxkecper to chéGa 






















This Pizy is fold by Jacob Tonfom ar Stakes; smial 
Cacheriae:ftrect in the bean. priate; 
_The Entertainment of Mufick; confifting of a Pod 
@2'led, ‘The Paffinn of Sappho, Wricten by Mr. barifoa, pFrdedan 4 
Alex nce, Wericeen By Me. Depdens a they are Set ty Mufick b 
Th reve Claytom (Authur of ArGooe). will be Performed at bis Halle’ 
in York-Buidings, this Day, being che s9th Ibftaat, beginning w Sal 
the Evening, “Tickets; at’ ss, exchy-meay be tiad @ Mr. Charles: Litiehiy 
the Corner of . Besuto-d-Buildinge,, and: 3¢ Mr. Eliot's Se. Jamel 
Coffes-honfe, Nb Moay reeeiv'd, or Ticket given ou: ar the Hou 


Juft Publifh’d, . A 

An Account of the prefent State and Governmest 
ot the Empire of Germany: fa 2 Lewter to Thomas Foley of Whi 
ley in the Counry-of Worcrfter, E’q; by M.LeVeffor, Princedht’ 


acab Tunfoo at Shakefpear’ 4 . 4 
- — © peat’s Head over-againft Carherine Are ib 


To be Sold, at a lower Rate'than ordinary, atth 
Qu-en’s Head, joining to cle Church Gare in Bedford: ftreet, Comair 
Garden, all Sores of Diuggers, Heir and Worfted Cemlets, Segthiay 
Duroys, Shayreens, Shillo.ns, Duranrs. Padua Serges, Sh: ree 
Nifms, Calamancoesy and ull other Goods fit for Ment fected 
Pecf int who now keep the Stiop defigning- to leave OF the Trade, ol 
the Houle and Shap co. be Lert at Michaelosas. next. 


A convenient Houfe to be Lett at Eaft-A@birin 


Middlefex, four R.oms on a Fioor, wall’d in, with Cose-heuly 


Suabling, Oreliara, Gurdes, and ail Convenienvies belonging to it, i* 


very 2204 Repair, Whofoever cakes it may come into it as {00 # ‘ Libert 
thev pleafe, J..qiire a: Mr. Lumley’ in Bf 1 
they pleats. Jc uire at Mr. Lumley’s, of at the Houle boat io s Gos 

All forts of Silk Gowns, being a freth Parcet of ch fg * Wilhe 
Brocades, Venecians, Tiff:s, Tabbies, Damanks and Satins; Wat, $2 
- ‘the laft Sale, and made into Gowns, with gentile and iu tin n. 
Linings, ro be $@'d very cheap at-Mrs. Attaway’s in Deveroox Coot >»; 9 
d = wats ms “i Temple vy Effex — 7 re gin mbes 

cing wt own. Nore, there i clr Pired: 

Swi Gowev lista with dread Sant, Mr. § 


A moft [ncomparable Potte for the: Hands; far exceeding 
any ‘hing ever yer in Print: Te makes themm-Delicarely witite; fete 
and p'winp ; forcfies: them oyginit: the Scorching heat of whe Free J i 
Su iy snd Sharpnefs of the Wicd, A: Hand cangot be {o {poll's tt 
the ufe of it.will recover them. * Sold ony ar Mrs Alleria “hecoy: 
th~p, ever the Royal-Bichinges at. is 6di as por, wil é | 
tr@oas; where is alfo. fuld. the excellent German powder for the gene 
Scurvy in the Gums and Teeth which by only f€euring theiti vet} RID 
Morning, whitens and’ fiftens ce Tettiets a Miracles at isi g-Sal BCS 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphir: in Little: Britain s a0 
A. Baldwin inv Warwick- Lane; where Advcrtiiments are taken in; 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Carner ef seated, | 


Sold by 
the Strand, 





